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won Britain. Ham and/on? merely meant " home/'
or " village." Thus Buckingham was the home of
the Bookings, a village in which several families
all related to each other, and bearing this name,
lived. Of course the name did not change when
later the village grew into a town. Buckingham
is a very different place now from the little village
in which the Bockings settled, each household hav-
ing its house and yard, but dividing the common
meadow and pasture land out between them each
year.

Wallingford was the home of the Wallings. Places
whose names ended in ford were generally situated
where &ford, or means of crossing a river or stream,
had to be made. Oxford was in Old English Oxen-
ford, or " ford of the oxen."

Towns whose names end in borough are often very
old, but not so old as some of those ending in ham
and ford. There were burhs in the first days of the
English Conquest, but generally they were only
single fortified houses and not villages. We first
hear of the more important burghs or boroughs in
the last hundred years or so before the Norman
Conquest. Edinburgh, which was at first an Eng-
lish town, is a very early example. Its name means
" Edwin's borough or town," and it was so called
because it was founded by Edwin, who was king
of England from 617 to 633.

The special point about boroughs was that they
were really free towns. They had courts of justice